STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

 DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 29TH JULY 2020 AT 7.30PM

BY VIDEO LINK

Present





In Attendance

Mrs M Shaw (Chair)




Mr K. Tucker (District Councillor)

Ms T. Chinn (Parish Councillor)


Dr J. Cordwell (County Councillor) 




Ms K. Hudson (Parish Councillor)


Mr G. James (District Councillor) 


Mr S. Packer (Parish Councillor) (From 8.00pm)
Mr C. Snellock (Footpath Warden)

Mrs D. Davidson (Parish Councillor)



Mrs N. Bradley (Clerk)





Mrs Shaw opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.

1)  Apologies
Ms C. Braun (District Councillor)


2)  DPI Declarations and Dispensations
There were no declarations.

5)  Minutes of the Meeting Held on 8th July
Acceptance of the minutes of 8th July was proposed by Mrs Shaw, seconded by Mrs Chinn and carried unanimously. They were duly accepted and will be signed at the next live meeting (157/20) 

6)  Matters Arising From the Minutes
There were no matters arising that are not dealt with elsewhere in these minutes.
7)  Reports by County and District Councillors
Cllr Cordwell's report is attached.  (158/20)
The district councillors' report for July will be issued shortly. (159/20)
8)  Planning Matters
     Decided since last meeting
     - S.20/0956/HHOLD,  Mercerden Berkeley Road, single storey extension to the rear of the property.

       Permitted (160/20)
     - S.20/0954/FUL, Eaves Barn, storage shed for ladders, gardening equipment, fencing supplies  etc.    

       Permitted (161/20)
     - S.20/0873/HHOLD, Court Barn, to erect an oak frame car port on the existing hard-standing parking  

       area. with solar panels on the south facing slope of the roof.  Permitted (162/20)
     - S.20/1038/TCA,  St Cyr's Church,  T1 yew tree trimming off two metres on side over hanging drive.   

       Approved (163/20)
     -  S.20/0823/FUL, St Cyr's Church, reposition of steps with the addition of a disabled ramp.  Permission
     Still undecided
     -  S.20/1286/P3Q Barn at Taits Hill Road,  convert the existing agricultural building into two residential     

        dwellings. (164/20)
     -  S.20/1146/FUL, land adjacent To Tumbling Fields Echo Lane, proposed dwelling. There was some 

       concern regarding the removal of trees to facilitate this building and the Clerk will post a comment to   

       that effect on the Planning website and the council may ask that the case be called in at a later date. 
       Action Clerk  (165/20) 

     - S.20/0698/FUL, Dursley Rugby Club, change of Use from Agricultural to D2 (sports pitches) to include 

       redirection of footpath CST19 to the North West (166/20)
     - S.20/0711/FUL, Lorridge Farm, erection of a commercial unit for B2 industrial use (167/20)      
     - S.20/1138/FUL,land adjacent to Lorridge Farm,  erection of agricultural building (168/20) 
     - S.19/0647/HHOLD, 1-3 The Avenue. Replace and extend roof, structherm structural cladding and 

       external wall insulated system with timber finish (hardwood) Resubmission of S.18/1112/HHOLD    
       (169/20)
     - S.19/2684/HHOLD, Parkers Lodge, Stancombe, Building restoration and rebuilding of lean-to single 

       storey addition and  provision of extended access with parking area. (170/20)

     Appeal

     - S.20/017/APPREF, Drakestone House, change of use for erection of events marquee for a period of 1st   

       May to 1st September annually. Alteration to access driveway (revised application). The Council's 

       previous comments have been forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate but the Clerk will post a further  

       comment to reinforce them. Action Clerk  (171/20)
The Council has received reassurance from Planning that the building being constructed above the Avenue will be for agricultural use only but that a revised application will be needed for the alteration to the roof. (172/20)
9)  Footpaths and Rights of Way
The problem of the stones on the bridle path is still ongoing. (173/20)
Mr Snellock has received some reports of stiles in need of attention and will follow them up. Action  Mr Snellock (174/20)
Mr Snellock has also been contacted by the managers of Standle Farm who want to re-open the footpaths on their land. The cost of stiles or gates is normally the responsibility of the landowner but it was agreed that it might be possible to make improvements throughout the Parish by public subscription. It was agreed to make an appeal on Enews after Messrs Packer and Snellock have completed their report on the current state of footpaths. In many cases, ownership of land with footpaths is not clear but Mr Snellock agreed to speak to Mr Jelfs about areas owned by the United Charities. Action  Mr Snellock (175/20)
Ms Hudson reported a problem with a stile and gate on Miss Hutchings land. As Miss Hutchings is not currently in a position to deal with this, it was agreed that the Council might take it on. Mrs Shaw will enquire if a grant may be available from Renishaw. Action  Mrs Shaw (176/20)
A letter was sent to Ms Lawton at Piers Court regarding the concerns about the footpaths there and she has replied that she intends to deal with the matter only through PROW as the matter was escalated to them before she was approached. This escalation was the result of individual reports made on the PROW website before the Council's approach and it was agreed that the council also needs to keep in close contact with the PROW team. To this end, Mr Packer will invite Ms Macauley-Lowe to visit again with a member of the Council. Action  Mr Packer (177/20) 
10)  Highways
Notification has been received that Taits Hill will be closed overnight for resurfacing 14th-26th August. However, there has also been notification that a section near the Yew Tree will be closed 27th-31st to allow for work by Severn Trent. Cllr Cordwell offered to follow this up. Action  Cllr Cordwell (178/20) 
As a result of her recent complaint, Ms Chinn has received notification that the vegetation encroaching on the Taits Hill Road footpath will be cut back 17th-23rd August. (179/20) 
11) Facilities
The clerk will progress replacement of the perspex panels to read “Stinchcombe” on all sides. Action Clerk  (180/20)
One swing is now in use. Thanks to Mr Packer, Ms Hudson and Chinn for sorting this out. (181/20)
Mrs Delafield has been assured that replacement of the post box is in hand. (182/20)
The Village Hall committee has obtained several alternative quotations for a defibrillator and Mr Packer will produce a comparison spreadsheet for referral to the VHC at its meeting on 4th August. One concern of the VHC has been possible vandalism but Cllrs Tucker and Cordwell pointed out that there has been no damage any of the 14 defibrillators in Wotton. Action Mr Packer, Mrs Shaw and Clerk (183/20)
12) Environment
Mrs Hudson has identified a dead tree which could be dangerous on the footpath between Southend Farm and Drakestone House. The clerk will try to establish whose land this is. Action Clerk  (184/20)
Ms Chinn pointed out that two ash trees near the Vets' are in a poor condition. Ms Hudson will follow this up. Action Ms Hudson  (185/20)
13) Financial Matters
The Statement of Payments and Receipts was checked and will be signed at the next live meeting. (186/20)
Authorisations for payment of £317 for the Clerk's salary for May, June and July was proposed by Mrs Shaw,seconded by Mr Packer and carried unanimously. (187/20)
14) Councillors' Reports
There were no Councillors' reports.

15) Data Protection
There were no Data Protection issues.

16) Items for Website
Mr Packer has begun to look at the site's accessibility and will continue to work on this. Action  Mr Packer (188/20)
The Clerk will post a notice about the Taits Hill road closure and, as a result of the discussion about the Tumbling Fields planning application, Ms Hudson will add an item about tree-felling in the Conservation Area. Action Ms Hudson and Clerk (189/20)  
17) Post- Covid 19 Agenda Items 
      - Parish Plan

      - Berkeley Road Junction 
      - Post-Covid celebration

      - Meeting re cyber crime

19) Dates of Next Meetings
      Wed 23rd September, 7.30pm.

      Wed 28th October, 7.30pm.

      Wed 9th December, 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  
Report on County Council Matters to Stinchcombe Parish Council 

29th July 2020 
Environment Scrutiny Committee, 15th July
Birth Registrations
At this meeting we were advised that the backlog in birth registrations caused by Covid-19 as of 10th July was 1,672 births and there are currently 200 appointments per week, which at that level would take 8 weeks to clear.  The County Council is looking to further extend appointment availability to reduce this.


Anyone who has an urgent need of a birth certificate will now be accommodated if they telephone the Registration Service directly and select the birth option.    
MetroWest Phase 2: Initially this rail scheme from Bristol northwards was to turn back at Yate to free up passenger capacity on the Bristol - Gloucester line. The intention is now for trains to continue to Gloucester. This service is expected to start in December 2022.


Not part of that agenda, the Department of Transport has received 50 bids for funding to restore rail services or stations. Charfield station is among them. An announcement is expected by the end of the summer.   
County Council motion on “school streets” (Lib Dem)

This was referred to the Cabinet meeting on 22nd July where progress was made.  Three trial schools have been selected: Kingsholm Primary School, Gloucester; Warden Hill Primary School, Cheltenham and Tewkesbury Primary School.   The trial scheme will start in time for the start of the new school term in September.   


The places where this sort of scheme can be introduced tend to be in larger towns where the school is on a road that can be closed in this way at the start and end of the school day. 

John Cordwell
(GDPR health warning:) If you no longer wish to receive this report please let me know.
