STINCHCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER2020 AT 7.30PM

BY VIDEO LINK

Present





In Attendance

Mrs M Shaw (Chair)




Mr K. Tucker (District Councillor)

Mr S. Packer (Parish Councillor) (Until8.00pm)
Dr J. Cordwell (County Councillor) 




Ms K. Hudson (Parish Councillor)


Mr G. James (District Councillor) 


Mrs D. Davidson (Parish Councillor)

Ms C. Braun (District Councillor)

Mr I. Kirkham (Parish Councillor)


Mrs A. Walker (Resident)


Mrs N. Bradley (Clerk)



Mr D. Cribb (Resident)





Mrs Shaw opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.

1)  Apologies
Mr S. Angell

2)  DPI Declarations and Dispensations
There were no declarations.

3)  Co-option of New Councillor
Mr Kirkham having previously circulated his introduction (attached) , his co-option to the council was proposed by Ms Hudson, seconded by Mrs Davidson and carried unanimously. Mr Kirkham was then welcomed to the Council. (190/20)
4)  Minutes of the Meeting Held on 29th July
Acceptance of the minutes of 29th July was proposed by Ms Hudson, seconded by Mrs Davidson and carried unanimously. They were duly accepted and will be signed at the next live meeting (191/20) 

5)  Matters Arising From the Minutes
     -  Ms Hudson has been in touch with the landowner regarding the dead tree and has been assured that they  

        intend to remove it. She has also written to Vale Vets to inform them of the possibility of ash die-back  

        on their land.  (191/20)

     -  Mr Bartlam has already made considerable progress in ensuring that the website complies with 

        accessibility requirements and the Council is very grateful for his efforts. (192/20)
All other matters arising are dealt with later in these minutes.
6)  Reports by County and District Councillors
Cllr Cordwell's report is attached.  (193/20)
Cllr tucker's report for July is attached. (194/20)
7)  Planning Matters
    New since last meeting 

      - S.20/1870/MINAM,  Mercerden Berkeley Road,  non-material minor amendment to the application   

        S.20/0956/HHOLD. North elevation - Replace double glazed door & adjacent window with the double   

        glazed door with glazed sidelights. Replace two roof lights with a single roof light. East elevation -  

        Introduction of window into relocated internal wet room. (195/20)
      - S.20/1849/AGR, Land At Wick Road Stinchcombe, small agricultural shed adjacent to older barn 

        already there - to house young stock in the winter. (196/20)  

     Decided since last meeting

     -  S.20/0711/FUL, Lorridge Farm, erection of a commercial unit for B2 industrial use. Permitted    
        (197/20) .

     -  S.20/1138/FUL,land adjacent to Lorridge Farm,  erection of agricultural building. Permitted (198/20)
     -  S.19/0647/HHOLD, 1-3 The Avenue. Replace and extend roof, structherm structural cladding and   

        external wall insulated system with timber finish (hardwood) Resubmission of S.18/1112/HHOLD. 
        (199/20)
        Permitted

     -  S.19/2684/HHOLD, Parkers Lodge, Stancombe, Building restoration and rebuilding of lean-to single          

        storey addition and  provision of extended access with parking area.  Withdrawn (200/20)
     Still undecided
     -  S.20/1286/P3Q Barn at Taits Hill Road,  convert the existing agricultural building into two residential     

        dwellings. (201/20)
     -  S.20/1146/FUL, land adjacent To Tumbling Fields Echo Lane, proposed dwelling. A condition has been 

        recommended to the application o preserve trees and hedges on the site in the interests of visual amenity  

        and the character of the area  (202/20) 
     -  S.20/0698/FUL, Dursley Rugby Club, change of Use from Agricultural to D2 (sports pitches) to include   
        redirection of footpath CST19 to the North West  (203/20)     
8)  Footpaths and Rights of Way
The problem of the stones on the bridle path is still ongoing. (204/20)

Mrs Shaw enquired about a grant from Renishaw to repair the stile on Ms Hutchins land and has been informed that they only give to charities, not individuals. Ms Hudson noted that there is currently a gap next to the blocked stile so the footpath is not being obstructed. 
Mark Kendall has been assured that his interest in ensuring footpaths on his land are passable has not been forgotten. His concern is that there is little point in his maintaining paths if the owners of adjoining land do not do so as well. It was agreed that these are issues that can be addressed as part of a larger footpaths project, probably in the spring. Mr Packer is willing to run a sub-committee on this. (205/20)

Mr Packer has written to Sarah Macauley-Lowe regarding the ongoing concerns about footpaths at Piers Court and she has replied that the footpaths are open and available but has not addressed the issue that they are not necessarily the official ones. 

A reply to Mrs Shaw's letter to Helen Lawton arrived too late for inclusion in this meeting but will be discussed at the next one. The clerk will let Ms Lawton know. Action Clerk (206/20)

9)  Highways
Work was completed as planned on Taits Hill but there have been several occasions when traffic has been held up or diverted by work by Severn Trent. It was agreed to write to them  …..  Action  Clerk (207/20) 
Ms Hudson and Ms Chinn met with residents who have expressed concern about traffic speeds on Taits Hill Road (notes attached). It was agreed to try to set up a new Speedwatch Group, separate from but supported by the PC, initially via a survey and articles in Enews and the newsletter. Ms Hudson will write an article for both on the various impacts of speeding with an associated survey to gauge the level of community concern and interest in a possible Speedwatch Group. She will look also into the advantages of membership of the Stroud District Road Safety Group and  into possible traffic-calming equipment, including any shared. Action Ms Hudson  (208/20) 
There have been concerns about activity at the entrance to Taits Hill Industrial Estate where vehicles and machinery are frequently parked and have caused obstructions, the bund erected some years ago to discourage travellers has been removed and the area is apparently being used for construction work. There has also been some concern about trees having been removed or cut back. It was agreed to write to the resident concerned to ascertain what is happening and what his plans are. Action Clerk (209/20)
10) Facilities
Replacement of the perspex panels in the phone box to read “Stinchcombe” on all sides is in hand. (210/20)
There are currently no issues regarding the play equipment. (211/20)
Mrs Delafield has been told that the post box will not now be replaced. Mrs Shaw has been approached by the Gazette with an offer to help with an article and it was agreed that this would be a useful way forward. Action Mrs Shaw (212/20)
The Village Hall Committee has agreed on a defibrillator to purchase and can contribute £1,000 to the final cost of £1,477.86. The purchase was proposed by Mrs Shaw, seconded by Mrs Davidson and carried unanimously. Action Clerk (213/20)
The notice-board at Old Hill Lane has broken and it was agreed to replace it. The clerk will look into possibilities. Action Clerk (214/20)
11) Environment
The fund to replace ash trees has been extended to the end of 2021. Landowners might be interested and Ms Hudson will pass on the information and seek suggestions for the highest priority locations for the replacement of affected ash trees in an Enews article. Action  Ms Hudson (215/20)
There has been some fly-tipping near Northfields. This is not the first time and it was agreed to write to the residents of Northfields asking them to look out for any further incidents. Action Clerk (216/20)
13) Financial Matters
The Statement of Payments and Receipts was checked and will be signed at the next live meeting. (217/20)
14) Councillors' Reports
In response to a recent email from CPRE Gloucestershire, Ms Hudson has reported the locations of four stone stiles in Stinchcombe and asked to be informed of any others. She will publicise this on Enews.  Action  Ms Hudson (218/20)

15) Data Protection
There were no Data Protection issues.
16) Items for Website
Ms Hudson will write an articles on sh trees, stone stiles and a possible Speedwatch Group and associated survey for Enews.  Action  Ms Hudson(1219/20)
17) Post- Covid 19 Agenda Items 
      - Parish Plan

      - Berkeley Road Junction 
      - Post-Covid celebration

      - Meeting re cyber crime

19) Dates of Next Meetings
      Wed 28th October, 7.30pm.

      Wed 9th December, 7.00pm.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  
Mr Kirkham's introduction
Ian is married with two grown up children. He and his wife Jayne have lived in Stinchcombe for 9 years having spent the previous 27 years in Reading.  They are fortunate to be able to work from home most of the time. Ian works for Actian as a Software Architect; they are a US company based in Palo Alto and he has worked with them for 14 years.
He has a wide range of interests, some of which are particularly practical and others that register high on the nerd scale & are best avoided in conversation. He has usually been involved in his local communities since serving as a Student Representative as part of his Gold DofE award. At Nottingham University he was on the Staff-Student consultative committee for the Psychology Dept, on the Computing Society committee and served on the University's Nightline.

He moved to Reading to work for Digital Equipment Corp & married Jayne. As their family grew up he served as a parent governor before being drawn into scouting, initially as a Skills Instructor, then as Scout Leader for 10-15yr olds, then leading the 14-18yr Explorer Scouts; there followed a 7 year stint as the District Commissioner responsible for Central Reading's 16 scout groups. This role was like that of a company boss who would be able to hire and fire except your 'hires' are volunteers and they're more likely to walk if you are at all heavy handed. Safeguarding issues get focussed at this level and it's usually the case that you'd be the last to know of any successes and first in the queue for any flak.

Since moving to Stinchcombe, Ian connected with the local scouting and covered the role of Scout Leader for 1st Dursley scouts for a year while they trained up one of their parents. He continues being involved with the Scouts but on a more ad-hoc basis mostly training adults how to run adventurous activities like canoeing, climbing, hillwalking, knife skills, knotting and pioneering.

He loves solving puzzles particularly lateral thinking, he is the author of a computing patent and is still looking for a good opponent at Othello (or Connect 4), clean driving licence and no criminal record.

Note on Discussions re Taitshill Road Speeding Concerns 17/9/20
Main concerns are:

· Safety when pulling out of drives with poor view of road (including growing risk of not hearing approaching traffic as proportion of electric vehicles increases) 

· Safety of people on the pavement, including during gardening tasks

· Inadequate speed limit signage

· Noise and pollution from speeding traffic

· Perceived increase in traffic volume, especially “white van men”

· Increased risk of not hearing approaching vehicles as proportion of electric vehicles increases
The two residents who alerted the Parish Council to the problems know that a considerable number of neighbours share their concerns.  They are willing to take an active role in doing something about speeding and think others will be too.  They are worried, however, that a lot of effort could go into setting up a Community Speedwatch group and gathering data, only for it to sit in someone’s drawer.

We loosely agreed the following actions:

1. Seek to improve speed limit signage as a matter of urgency.

2. Look into joining/re-joining Stroud District Road Safety Group.

3. Short, punchy article in Enews and late November edition of Stinchcombe News drawing attention to the wide-ranging adverse effects of speeding on communities and the environment.

4. Very brief survey to indicate level of support in the parish for measures against speeding and identify people willing to be actively involved.  Could be a flyer delivered with the Stinchcombe News?

5. Following survey, quickly set up means of communication for people who want to be involved so that the momentum isn’t lost (Facebook Group or WhatsApp Group or just by email if that is more

 accessible for the majority).

6. Set up new Community Speedwatch Group (CSG) providing we can get enough members for it to be sustainable (6-10?) – although the required training for speed monitoring probably can’t take place at present due to Covid restrictions we are more likely to be taken seriously if we have an official group.

7. Raise our concerns more creatively with Highways and the Police – one possibility discussed was to invite Local Highways Manager Paul Helbrow to try getting his car out of the drive at “Sunnyside”.  

8. Set up and maintain a log of accidents and near misses.

9. Be on the lookout for relevant newsworthy stories that we can get into the local press to publicise the issue.

10. Benchmarking exercise to look at successful measures in similar communities elsewhere in Gloucestershire and further afield, including how much they cost and how they were funded.  This will include all possibilities from campaigns to change behaviour to traffic calming measures to Automatic Number Plate Recognition cameras.  Share out the research tasks between several CSG members.

11. CSG to draft costed proposals and present them to the Parish Council and the community.

Kath Hudson

Report on County Council Matters to Stinchcombe Parish Council 

23rd September 2020 

County Council meeting 9th September

This was a busy week for virtual meetings with a full meeting of the County Council on the Wednesday and a 6½ hour Planning Committee meeting the next day with all the preparation these entail, particularly the planning meeting where the agenda papers alone ran to almost 300 pages.

The motions debated on 9th September and the outcomes were:
Restoring our Rivers (Lib Dem)

There are 28 rivers running through the county. Many are polluted. The motion called on the Cabinet to:

- take urgent action with the district councils, the Environment Agency, local partners and communities to lead comprehensive monitoring of the county’s waterways;

- work with local partners to promote better use of sewage facilities; 

- write to the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, to ban the routine dumping of raw sewage into our rivers.


After some debate, the Conservatives moved a “motion without notice” to refer the issue to the Environment Scrutiny Committee and that was the outcome. Whilst there is merit in allowing a wider hearing, there is concern that it may delay any progress. On a previous occasion a motion was delayed in this way for around two years. As vice-chair of the Environment Scrutiny Committee I am calling for it to be on the agenda soon. 

Public Health England (Lib Dem)

This motion asked the County Council to note with dismay the Government’s intention to dismantle Public Health England at a time when the ONS estimates that around 3000 people are still being infected with Covid-19 every day. It asked for the Council Chief Executive and Council Leader to write to the Secretary of State for Health to express this grave concern and to reiterate the need for a thorough and transparent enquiry into why the UK has one of the highest Covid-19 mortality rates in the world.  It also asked for the 25% cut in the public health budget in England compared to 2015 to be reinstated. The Conservatives voted against the motion, so it was lost.    

Rainbow flag crossing (Labour)  

This called on the Cabinet to promote inclusivity and community cohesion and to advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not by creating an inclusive rainbow flag crossing in Gloucester City centre and to enter discussions with district councils about suitable locations for crossings. This would support the Pride in Gloucestershire’s bid for Europride 2026 to be held in the county.    


Again, the Conservatives used their majority to refer the motion, this time to the Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee. Whilst several such crossings now exist in other parts of the country, they are not formal road crossings such as zebra crossings, which would give rise to safety issues.  It has been suggested they could be put in pedestrian areas.
John Cordwell
(GDPR health warning:) If you no longer wish to receive this report please let me know.
[image: image1.jpg]STROUD
DISTRICT
COUNCIL

>,
EY




Stroud District Councillors’ Report 

July 2020
All SDC meetings are now being shared on You Tube - link
SDC business.
Business support discretionary grants.
As mentioned last month, eligible businesses have been able to apply to the new discretionary business support grant scheme, which offers priority to businesses who were not eligible for support in the previous schemes. 133 businesses have been granted £1.325m, out of the fund ‘pot’ of £1.417m. 

Business support based on ‘business rates’.
The earlier scheme which offered either £10k or £20k to zero or low rated businesses has been concluded with over 2260 grants being made available. The total government funding for this scheme was £25.210m. 

Your local District Councillors have been contacting local businesses who have not applied for a grant and 8 have since been successful. 

Reopening of public conveniences
Access for the disabled cubicle at the Rope Walk toilets in Wotton has been changed from radar key entry only, to open use as a unisex / disabled cubicle.  Use is expected to be low and will be monitored over the coming weeks to ascertain the sufficiency of this more limited facility. 
Tackling racism 
As mentioned in last month’s report, there had been complaints against a case of a SDC Councillor’s activities on Twitter. The Monitoring Officer and subsequently our ‘Independent Person’ has determined that the postings of Cllr Young had not significantly breached the Council’s Code of Conduct (link).  

However, as a result of complaints from the public, SDC have sought to update members understanding of Diversity, Equality, Anti-racism, Discrimination etc. The current SDC Code of Conduct is also being reviewed by a cross-party member’s group, who will review the exiting Code and report back to Council with suggestions. 

Members have and continue recently undertaken a series of training programmes to update and to hopefully address any shortcomings of member’s understanding of the wide-ranging and moving topics of bias, diversity and equality etc. 
SDC Full Council (Cllrs Braun, James and Tucker) - 16th July 2020.
This meeting discussed and agreed to support further budget for the Council’s Council Tax Support Scheme, which is likely to increase due to COVID-19.

The budgets for the two Water Source Heat Pump schemes, as reported below, were finally approved. 

Jon Beckett, a senior officer, was delegated to attend the Gloucestershire Engagement Board, who will now administer future COVID-19 related activities, rather than other bodies and authorities as has happened over the last 5 months. 
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/meetings/council/council-16-july-2020  

SDC  Covid-19 updates for members.
These updates are still being distributed to local Clerks and Chairs of our local Town and Parish Councils by Cllr Tucker. They are now only issued when significant data/information/comment need to be made. 

SDC Strategy & Resources Committee  (Cllr Tucker) - 9th July 2020.
This meeting was held mainly to discuss the business case for installing water source heat pumps at both SDC’s premises at Brimscombe Port and at Ebley Mill. The heating system at Brimscombe needs to be moved due to the redevelopment there. The costs for doing this is about the same as installing heat pumps, which take heat from the adjacent River Frome. Questions were raised as to whether they could be installed at Ebley Mill, as the boilers there only have a few years life in them. Members were told that they would need to be supplemented with other forms of heating and as the Council has declared a ‘Climate Emergency’ and has an aim for the district to be ‘Carbon Neutral’ by 2030, it was agreed that the new installations should go ahead and funding was consequently approved. There are significant government grants to cover the installations, which last 30 years and the running and maintenance costs relatively low.

Each year SDC produce a rolling 4-year Corporate Delivery Plan. A revision to that agreed earlier in the year was necessary due to the effects of the COVID-10 pandemic and was presented by senior officers and agreed by members.

SDC Strategy & Resources Committee (Cllr Tucker) - 30th July 2020.
An Extraordinary Meeting was held to discuss the financial position of our sport centre operators, Sports Leisure Management (SLM). During COVID-19, leisure centres have suffered badly, and income is extremely low, too low to support such facilities. To help with the necessary maintenance of Stratford Park, SDC have paid SLM their management fee for 2020-2021 upfront, rather than monthly. Also, a previously agreed budget to pay Leisure Centre employees the ‘Living Wage’ (as for SDC employees), rather than the ‘Minimum Wage’, was also paid in advance. After much discussion and deliberation of the various options for further funding, members agreed to offer SLM a loan of up to £170k. This loan is subject to a number of member-imposed ‘terms and conditions’ and has yet to be accepted or rejected by SLM. The consequences of SLM non-acceptance, options and the future running of the Centre were also disclosed in a ‘closed session’.

SDC Housing Committee (Cllr Braun) – no meeting in July. 

SDC Community Services & Licensing Committee (Cllr Tucker) – no meeting in July. 

SDC Environment Committee (Cllr James) – no meeting in July.  

