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Community Grants Policy
1. Introduction
Stinchcombe Parish Council receives its financial resources from residents through the precept. As a result, the available funds are limited. Nonetheless, the Council is dedicated to supporting community organisations that strive to benefit local parishioners. By offering small grants, the Council aims to encourage a vibrant and inclusive community life for all residents of Stinchcombe.
2. Commitment to Best Practice
The Council is committed to upholding best practices in its grant giving activities. It ensures that public funds are used responsibly and transparently, always seeking to provide value for money for local taxpayers. Grants are specifically awarded to voluntary and community groups that make a positive contribution to parish life.
3. Principles of Community Grants
· Assistance is provided based on need, merit, and the contribution made to the local community.
· Applicants must clearly demonstrate how the grant will benefit residents of Stinchcombe Parish or lead to improvements within the Parish.
· All decisions by the Council are made impartially and in accordance with its Financial Regulations and governance responsibilities.
4. Aims of the Grant Awarding Policy
The Council offers grant funding with the following objectives:
· To enable local people to take part in voluntary groups and community activities.
· To assist the Parish’s voluntary organisations in increasing their effectiveness.
· To support the provision of services needed by residents, delivered through the voluntary sector.
· To improve or enhance the local environment.
· To ensure value for money for public funds.
A voluntary group is defined by the Council as a non-profit organisation that is established and managed by a voluntary, unpaid committee.
5. Eligibility
Applicants must meet one of the following criteria to be considered for a grant:
· Be a charity,
· Be a community group,
· Be a local voluntary organisation, or
· Be an individual delivering a project or service that provides a direct and clear benefit to residents of Stinchcombe Parish.
The amount of funding available each year is determined by the Council’s budget and may change annually.
5.1 Ineligible Applications
The Council will not consider applications submitted for:
· Projects or activities that have already been completed (retrospective funding).
· Staffing costs.
· Expenditure that falls under the statutory responsibility of another authority or body.
· Activities that primarily benefit individuals rather than the wider community.
· Projects that do not align with the Council’s objectives.
6. Application Process
Applications must be submitted in writing using the Council’s Grant Application Form, which is available on the Council’s website. All forms must be received by the advertised annual deadline.
Each application should include:
· A clear explanation of the project or activity,
· Evidence of benefits to Parish residents,
· The specific purpose for which the grant will be used, and
· Supporting documentation, if requested (such as accounts, quotes, or a project plan).
By submitting an application, applicants confirm that they have read, understood, and agree to the terms of this policy. They also agree to return any funding if the terms of the grant are not fulfilled.
7. Grant Awarding Process
Decisions about grant awards are made at the Parish Council Meeting following the application deadline, and grants are awarded during the Annual Parish Meeting.
· Grants are awarded on an annual basis, and receiving a grant one year does not guarantee funding in subsequent years.
· The Council’s decision is final and not open to appeal.
· The Council may request evidence of expenditure, such as invoices, receipts, or a copy of the organisation’s accounts.
· If the project does not proceed to completion within 12 months (or otherwise agreed time period), the funds must be returned to the Council in full.
· The Council’s financial support must be acknowledged in relevant documentation and promotional materials.
8. Reporting Requirements
Successful applicants are required to provide a report at the next Annual Parish Meeting, detailing:
· The project or activity delivered,
· How the grant was spent, and
· The benefits provided to residents of Stinchcombe Parish.
Reports should typically be submitted within 12 months of receiving the grant. If a report is not provided or if the project does not meet its stated purpose, the Council may require the grant to be repaid as a result of breaching the conditions.
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